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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


( ^)  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


C.L.  BROOMHEiUD,  M.D.,  B.Ch.  ,D.P.H. 


Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Caine,  Chippenham,  and  Malmesbury,  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Caine  &  Chippenham* 


( h)  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


R.  S.  Pierce,  Cert.  S.  I.B.  ,  Meat  &  Other  Pood  Inspector’s 

Cert. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspector* 


R.T.  Baynham,  Cert.  S.  I.B.  ,  M.  S.  I.  A.  ,Meat  &  Other  Pood 

Inspector’s  Cert* 
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TO:-  The  Chairman  &  members, 

Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st »  December,  1952. 

During  the  Autumn,  an  outbreak  of 
Measles  constituted  the  only  infectious  disease  of  any 
importance. 


Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  show 
little  change.  Coronary  disease  still  figures prominently 
as  a  cause  of  death  especially  in  the  60-80  age  groups. 

The  importance  of  vaccination 

against  Smallpox  and  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  requires 
constant  emphasis.  It  is  estimated  that  only  3^  of  children 
throughout  the  country  are  immunised  before  their  first  birth¬ 
day,  whilst  far  too  few  infants  are  now  vaccinated,  although 
the  risk  of  infection  still  recurs  from  time  to  time. 

The  care  of  the  aged  constitutes  an 
economic  and  social  problem  which  ¥/ill  make  more  urgent  demands 
in  the  future  as  the  average  age  of  the  population  increases. 

The  inability  or  disinclination  of  the  younger  generation  to 
care  for  and  house  the  elderly  and  infirm  adds  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation. 

With  the  increase  in  health  education, 
increasing  knowledge  of  bacteriology  and  the  continued 
introduction  of  more  potent  dinigs,  infectious  disease  should, 
in  course  of  time,  become  a  minor  problem.  It  is  a  platitude 
now  to  advise  a  pure  water  supply,  good  housing,  adequate 
sewage  disposal  and  refuse  collection,  supervision  of  the 
handling  and  distribution  of  food  etc.  These  constitute  the 
normal  activities  of  any  progressive  Council.  A  study  of  the 
causes  of  death  v/ill  show  that  infectious  disease  is  not 
usually  a  contributory  factor.  Cancer,  coronary  disease, 
heart  disease  generally,  hypertension  etc.  all  figure  prominently 
and  warrant  intensive  investigation  as  to  their  cause  and 
prevention.  To  these  may  be  added  rheumatism,  diabetes  and 
blood  diseases  in  childhood.  Investigation  of  the  causes  of 
the  lengthening  queues  at  General  Practitioners  surgeries  and 
the  ever  growing  demand  for  medicants  is  long  overdue  and  v;ould 
constitute  a  real  contribution  to  public  health. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant,  / 

'A  ■  /V?'-'*''  '  ' 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29783185 
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Area  (in  acres) . .  ..  ..  58129 

Population  11260 

No,  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952 

according  to  Rate  Book,)  . . 2798 

Rateable  Value  . . £50,581 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ..  •,  . .  £210 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 

MilLE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

95 

91 

186 

Illegitimate 

k 

u 

'  8 

Total  Live  Births 

99 

95 

194 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  ••  ,,  .,  ,,  ,,  16.3  per 

1000  of  the 
population. 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . . .  ••  15.3  per 

1000  of  the 
population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  shows  an  increase  as 
compared  with  the  rate  for  1951  which  was  14«4  per  1000  of  the 
population.  The  rate  for  England  &  Wales  however  shows  a 
minimal  decrease  against  the  1951  figure  of  15»5  per  1000  of 
the  population. 


STILL  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 

MALE 

PEMilLE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

- 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

mm 

Total  Still  Births 

- 

2 

2 

Rate  per  1000  of  the  population  ..  ,,  ,,  ,.  ..  ,.  ,.  ..0.17 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  per  1000  of  the  population 

0.35 


The  above  table  indicates  a  decrease  compared  with  the 
1951  rate  v;hen  three  still  births  were  recorded. 
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DEATHS 
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Male  Female  Total 

Gk  55  119 

Death  Rate  for  the  District  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ,•  ••  10*6  per 

1000  of  the 
population. 

Comparative  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  •.  ••  ••  ••  ..  11.3  por 

1000  of  the 
population. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
V^hooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  &  Parasitic  Diseases 
r.lj  i.-'.^-nant  ITooplacm  (Stomach) 

”  ”  (Lung.  Bronchus) 

’*  "  (Breast) 

”  ”  (uterus) 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  neoplaers 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  sys. 

Coronary  disease  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  dis.  of  respiratory  sys. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis* 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

All  other  Accidents. 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 
Total;  - 


M.  P.  Total 


1 

j. 

mm 

mm 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

5 

mm 

3 

8 

0m 

1 

1 

11 

9 

20 

5 

7 

12 

1 

2 

3 

14 

11 

25 

2 

3 

5 

2 

6 

0 

4 

3 

7 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

10 

1 

2 

3 

7 

1 

7 

2 

mm 

2 

_ 

111 

The  Death  Rate  for  1952  indicates  a  slight  increase 
as  compared  with  the  1951  statistics.  The  rate  for  1951  was 
9o7  psi*  1000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  &  Wales 
shows  a  decrease  against  the  1951  rate  of  12.5  psr  1000  of  the 
population. 


It  Bill  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  Coronary 
Disease  and  Heart  Disease  contribute  largely  to  the  causes  of 
death. 
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IKFAHT  MORTALITY. 


Tatle  "A" 


DeathD  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 


1  BIRTHS 

HlALE 

PEIiLALE 

TOTAL 

1  Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

i  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1  TOTAL: - 

3 

3 

_ 

6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000 
live  births  . . 30o9 

Rate  for  England  &  Wales  per  1,000  related 
live  births  ♦.•••  . . .27«6 


Table 


Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age:~ 


BIRTHS 

MLE 

PEl^/IALE 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total:  - 

a  I  2 

4 

The  figures  given  iu  Table  "B”  have  already  been 


included  in  Table  ”A”  above. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1952  as  compared  v^^ith  1949#  1950  and  1951* 


DISEASE 

1 -  ^  , 

1949. 

1950 

1951 

1952  1 

cc 

?  b 

a 

a 

b 

a 

b 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

12 

12 

20 

20 

13 

12 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

6 

.  6 

22 

22 

31 

31 

11 

11 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

6i 

61 

47 

47 

66 

66 

101 

101 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Non-Paralytic) 
Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

5 

2 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

mmm 

•• 

— 

— 

— * 

mm 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

Para  Typhoid 

Typhoid  Fever 

mm 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

mmrn 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

m  -• 

Pood  Poisoning 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

59 

59 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

i 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

i 

4 

4 

2 

2 

k 

. 

Cerebro  spinal  Fever 

— 

» 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ju 

TOTALS: - 

87 

1 

87 

93 

88 

184 

lei 

128 

127 

a  =  Numbers  originally  notified, 
b  =  Pinal  numbers  after  correction 


Apart  from  an  outbreak  of  Measles,  notifications 
received  in  respect  of  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
v/ere  less  this  year  as  compared  v/ith  1951» 

The  case  of  Poliomyelitis  shewn  in  the  above  table 
was  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital,  and  full  precautions 
were  taken  to  prevent  spread  of  infection.  No  secondary 
cases  were  reported. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
was  notified  this  year.  However  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  elimination  of  this  disease  is  conditional 
upon  the  maintenance  of  an  adeq^uate  level  of  immunisation. 
It  is  estimated  that  only  51^  of  children  throughout  the 
country  are  immunised  before  their  first  birthday. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Distribution  according  to  age 
Notifications  received  during  1952  -Corrected  figures. 


DISEASE 

in 

U  d 

CO  CO 
i  >5 
G 

D  r-i 

cn 

I 

H 

-i 

IT, 

H 

I  - 

cn 

LA 

H 

LA 

Y- 

LA 

CM 

—  "-'1 

LA 

VO 

J 

LA 

-d* 

—  a  '■ 

c5 

CD 

Sh 

CD 

>  LA 

i 

o 

0  r§ 

M  a 
<  h) 

JKJ  • 

TOT/JL 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

3 

2 

1 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

- 

11 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Measles 

3 

63 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

101 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Non-Paralytic) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0mm 

— 

Dysentery 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

— 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

mm 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

-* 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cerehro-spinal  Fever. 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1  I 

i 

TOTALS: - 
i 

5 

73 

43 

4 

2 

L 

- 

- 

0mm 

:?7 

I 


\ 


f 


t 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  confirmed 
by  the  County  Chest  Physician  during  the  year  remain  fairly 
constant  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 


YEAR 

PULMONARY 

'  ■  ■■■■.■!  . .  J 

NON-PUMONi-^RY 

TOTAL  1 

194^ 

5 

. . . . .  ,  , 

1 

6  1 

1949 

3 

mm 

■  y  1 

195P 

3 

4 

y  1 

I  1951 

6 

- 

'  1 

NEW  CASES  AM)  MORTALITY 
DURING  1952.  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  &  SEX. 


Age  Periods 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

.  65  upwards 

Now  Cases 

Deaths  i 

R  esuo 

Non-E 

iesn. 

Ros 

p. 

L  Non-Re spi 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F, 

y-. 

1 

! 

1 

i 

1 

•L 

_ 

i 

1 

1 

! 

1 

. -i 

1 

< 

I 

^  j 

TOTALS 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

The  above  table  of  nev;  cases  occurring  during 
the  year  under  review  does  not,  of  course,  represent  the 
total  number  of  tuberculous  patients  living  in  the  Rural 
District.  In  addition  to  new  cases  notified  each  year,  a 
certain  proportion  of  tuberculous  individuals  either  move 
into  the  District  or  move  outo  According  to  the  Register 
of  Tuberculous  Persons,  the  following  cases  v/ere  resident 
in  the  area  at  the  end  of  1952o 

Male  Female  TCTAL^^ 

Pulmonary  "TTS”  11  29 

Non -Pulmonary  g  5 _ 

Totals:-  "2/  '  43 

A  suitable  environment  of  the  Tuberculous 
patient  is  of  paramount  importance,  and  the  need  for 
adequate  housing  to  diminish  the  spread  of  infection  ns 
emphasise  do 
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The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Re.g:ulations«  1952 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st.  Mav,  1952® 
They  replace  and  revoke  The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regns, 
1930. 


The  principal  effect  of  this  new  legislation  is  that 
certain  duties  hitherto  performed  by  Borough  and  District 
Councils  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  nov/ 
become  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  The  District 
Council  however  retain  its  statutory  powers  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  or  as  Housing  Authorities  in  preventing  the  spread 
of  tuberculous  infection.  The  requirement  concerning  notification 
by  the  General  Practitioner  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  remains,  in  effect,  unaltered. 

The  County  Council,  the  District  Council  and  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  are  collectively  responsible  for  the  treatment 
and  after  care  of  the  tuberculous  patient.  The  prevention  of 
tuberculosis  also  rests  with  this  ’’tripartite”  body;  the  main 
fTonction  of  the  District  Council  being  to  ensure  that  the 
tuberculous  patient  and  his  family  are  adequately  .housed. 


The  National  Assistance  Act.  1948 

S'e'c.  h7.  Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of 
care  and  attention. 

Whilst  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  statutory 
action  under  this  Act  during  the  year,  informal  steps  were  taken 
to  secure  the  admission  of  one  old  person  to  an  Institution  for 
care  and  attention. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  children  received  primary  immunisations 
during  1952. 

Under  1  yr.  49;  Ages  1-4  yns.  54; 

Ages  5-14  yrs.  23 
TOTAL;- 126 

Total  immunised  child  population  as  at  31® 12. 52 
Ages  0-4  yrs.  421;  Ages  5-14  yx*s«  1279 
TOT.AL;-  1700 


Vaccination 

The  following  children  were  vaccinated  during  1952. 

Under  1  yr.  32;  Ages  1-4  yrs.  2;  Ages  5  “  15  yrs.  4® 
TOTAL;-  58 

There  were  194  live  births  notified  during  the  year. 
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Regiilar  ‘bacteriological  examinations  of  the  Council’s 
Water  Undertakings  were  made  during  the  year.  Departures  from 
the  normal  were  investigated  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to 
safeguard  the  sjipply.  Chemical  examination  was  made  of  the 
Corston  Spring  for  the  information  of  the  Engineers  undertaking 
the  installation  of  the  treatment  plant  at  this  source. 

EXISTING  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  From  sources  maintained  “by  the  Council. 

1.  0/^SEY  -  This  supply  is  chlorinated  at  the  source 
and  frequent  "bacteriological  examinations  of  the  treated 
water  have  shown  no  evidence  of  pollution.  There  has 
"been  no  shortage  of  water  at  this  source. 

2.  CRUD^'/ELL  -  This  supply  is  not  su'bject  to  chlorination. 
Samples  taken  for  'bacteriological  examination  have  shown 
only  slight  to  moderate  pollution  with  non-faecal  coliform 
■bacillus;  no  faecal  types  have  'been  isolated.  There  has 
■been  no  shortage  of  water  from  this  source  during  the 
year. 

3«  HULLA^VINGTON.  -  During  the  year  the  extension  of  the  main 
to  the  Bradfield  Farm  Area  was  completed.  This  has 
increased  the  demand  and  on  a  number  of  occasions  it  was 
necessary  to  take  advantage  of  the  Air  Ministry  Supply 
for  short  periods.  The  supply  from  the  Air  Ministry 
main  is  su^bject  to  chlorination;  the  supply  from  the 
Council’s  main  is  not  treated.  Samples  taken  for 
■bacteriological  examination  have  shown  slight  to  moderate 
pollution  v/ith  non-faecal  types,  and  one  sample  confirmed 
presence  of  a  few  faecal  types  of  B.  Coli. 

( )  Supnlies  in  'bulk  from  other  Authorities. 

1.  From  Gricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett  R.D.C.  to:- 

Brinkworth,  Dauntsey,  Minety,  Parts  of  Lea  and 
Cleverton,  Parts  of  Little  Somerford  and  parts  of 
Great  Somerford. 

2.  Malmes'bury  Borough  Council  to  parts  of  St.  Paul  Wt. 

3.  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  to  Sherston 

■Village. 

( c)  Areas  sunnlied  in  detail  'by  the  West  Gloucestershire 
Water  Compan:/  as  Statutory  Undertakers. 

Luckington,  Sopworth,  Parts  of  Norton  and  Foxley, 
Parts  of  Sherston  (Knockdown) 

( <i)  Private  Supnlies. 

1.  CHELWORTH  -  This  is  a  small  Undertaking  which 
supplies  farms  and  cottages  in  the  north  of  Crudwell 
Parish, 

2.  CHARLTON  -  The  Charlton  Estate  provides  a  supply 
to  Charlton  Park  and  the  Home  Farms  with  a  standpipe 
supply  to  Charlton  Village.  Bacteriological 
examination  of  this  supply  has  shown  slight  to 
moderate  pollution  with  non-faecal  coliform  organisms 
One  sample  confiimed  the  presence  of  a  very  small 
num'ber  of  faecal  types  of  B,  Coli. 
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3*  BRO.KENBpRQUGH  -  This  is  a  small  Undertaking  giving  a 
standpipe  supply  in  the  village  to  28  cottages  and  2 
farmso  Nineteen  samples  of  the  water  were  tal^en  during 
the  year  for  hacteriological  examination.  Of  the  samples 
of  untreated  water,  nine  were  reported  as  shov;ing  faecal 
types  of  B,  Coli  to  a  degree  ranging  from  slight  to  gross 
pollution.  Five  samples  of  the  treated  water  v/ere 
satisfactory, 

EASTON  GREY-  The  village  is  supplied  hy  a  small  private 
Estate  Supply, 

During  the  year  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
two  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  that  number  one  hundred 
and  six  samples  were  reported  as  showing  either  very  slight 
non-faecal  coliform  pollution,  or  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  principally  taken  from  the 
untreated  waters  of  the  Corston  Spring. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Campbell  for  the  following 
information  on  the  distribution  of  public  supplies:  - 


(e)  DISTRIBUTION  OP  WATER  BY  PUBLIC  IvlAINS 

• 

Parish 

No.  of  Dwellings 

Population 

Dir-  By 

(  as 

per  Year  Book) (as 

per  Year  Book)  ect  Stand 

to 

houacs  -Pipoo 

Brinkworth 

266 

876 

216  . 

Brokenborough 

81 

317 

7 

Charlton 

180 

654 

6 

Crudwell 

203 

616 

104 

Dauntsey 

112 

383 

102 

Gt,  Somerford 

160 

482 

49 

Hankerton 

69 

217 

1 

Hullavington 

164 

620 

130 

Lea  &  Cleverton 

166 

582 

94 

Lt.  Somerford 

82 

271 

12 

Luckington 

142 

469 

84 

Minety 

232 

727 

189 

Norton  &  Poxley 

46 

176 

20 

Oaicsey 

118 

334 

78  4 

St,  Paul  Wt. 

332 

1530 

253 

Sherston 

387 

1309 

282  18 

Sopwcrth. 

.36 .  . 

116 

2?9§ 

■ :  ;;567^ 

1^7  22 

Eleven  dv/elling  houses, 

one  farm  and  one 

garage  in  the 

Caine  & 

Chippenham  Rural  District  and  one  dwelling  house  and  two  farms 
in  the  Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District  Area  are 
afforded  supplies  from  the  Council’s  mains. 

Number  of  farms  in  the  District . 374 


No,  of  population  Supplied* 

Trade  and 

Farm 

Premises. 

Supplied  direct  from  R.D.C.  Sources 

1592 

29 

Supplied  from  bulk  supplies  obtained 
from  other  authorities 

4588 

183 

Supplied  in  detail  by  West  Gloucester¬ 
shire  Water  Company 

Total:  - 

251 

Nev/  connections  made  during  year 


74 


1 


. 


1/^ 


J 


WATER  SUPPLIES  (CONTINUED), 

Bulk  supplies  from  ad.ioining  Aoithorities# 


Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett  R*D. C. 

Malmes'bury  Borough  Council 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company 


TOTAL: - 

Supplies  from  the  Council* s  sources^ 

Corston 

Crudwell 

Oaksey 

Hullavington 


TOTAL:- 


Supplied  in  detail  by  West  Glouceater- 

shire  Water  Company 


GRAND  TOTAL 


Gallons 


36, 

393, 

000 

12, 

102, 

000 

15| 

668, 

000 

62, 

000 

2, 

500, 

000 

2, 

780, 

000 

1, 

600, 

000 

2, 

?i|0, 

000 

9, 

820, 

000 

500, 

000 

• 

H 

00 

000 

NEW  SUPPLIES  -Qorston  Spring. 


Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  treated  water  going 
into  supply  have  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Water  Tower  at  Rodbournej,  a 
larger  pump  was  installed  at  the  Corston  Springs  and  the  Tower 
brought  into  use  for  supply  to  Rodbourne  tillage  and  a  small 
niimber  of  properties  in  Startley. 

Regional  Water  Scheme. 

Sxtension  of  mains  to  Great  &  Little  Somerford. 


Work  of  main  laying  v/as  commenced  on  the  l6th.  June,  195 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SMITARY  INSPECTOR 

AI^  SURVEYOR  FOR  YEAR  EI^ED 

31st>  DecemTper,  1952. 

HOUSING, 

ERECTION  OP  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


Houses  completed  during  the  year: 


Brinkworth 

Cornish  Unit 

16 

Cowb ridge 

do 

2 

TB 

Houses  commenced:- 

Brinkworth 

Cornish  Unit 

19 

Charlton 

Traditional 

12 

Corston 

Cornish  Unit 

22 

Lea 

Traditional  Bungalows 

2 

Sherston 

do 

if 

No®  of  inspections 

Total  — 

of  above  houses  and  sites 

J52 

280 

CHARLTON  CENTRE 


The  third  conversion  scheme,  providing  22  units  of 
accommodation,  was  completed  during  the  year#  A  total  of  71 
families  are  now  housed  in  converted  huts# 

Numherof  inspections  in  connection  therewith  •  •  •  •  67 

TEICPORARY  HOUSING, 

Serious  consideration  should  he  given  to  the  permanent 
rehousing  of  those  families  at  present  living  in  temporary 
accommodation  viz:- 

Barley  Close  Burton  Hill  14 

Day  Nursery  7 

Charlton  Centre  IL. 

Total—  92 

It  is  anticipated  that  those  families  occupying  requisitione 
premises  will  ho  rehoused  permanently  during  the  year  1953* 

IMIIfTENANCE  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review"  the  Council’s  direct 
labour  staff  were  maintaining  the  following  houses  and  other 
accommodation: - 

Pre-war  164 

Wartime  agricultural  8 

Barley  Close  Bungalows  Burton  Hill.  14 
Exhibition  Cottage  1 

Day  Nursery  7 


Charlton 

Centre 

71 

Post  War 

Traditional 

54 

Swedish 

6 

Airey 

30 

Cornish  Unit 

.  46 

Total- - 

Wl 

The  maintenance  of  the  houses  includes  attention  to  24 
sewage  disposal  plants®  There  are  now  85  sewage  tanks  which 
require  periodic  emptying# 

Number  of  inspections  of  occupied  Council  Houses  •#  l6l 
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PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  BUILDI'NG, 


Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  •••  l6 

^ADMINISTRATION  OF  BUILDING  BYELAWS 

Number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval .  46 

Number  of  plans  approvedo  •  .  .  •  .  46 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  «  »  236 

TOmi  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT^  1947 

Number  of  applications  for  permission  to  develop  •  •  53 


Number  approved  v^ithout  conditions . 23 

Number  approved  with  conditions  . .  •  26 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  •••••••••  4 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therev/ith  •  .  «,  75 
BUILDING  LICEIn^SING-. 


Number  of  applications  for  licences  .  37 

Number  of  licences  granted  o  .  37 

Value  of  licences  granted . .  £63^  628 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  therewith  •  •  •  42 

TEMPORARY  DWELLINGSo 


Number  of  inspections  of  caravans  etc.  . . 9 

INSPECTION  OF  Dl'VELLINGSo 


Number  of  inspections  of  dwellings  for  defects 

under  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts . •  242 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  for 

habitation  o.  ..  . .  NIL 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  not  in  all 

respects  fit.  ..  . .  57 

Number  of  dwellings  repaired  by  informal  action  »  24 

Number  of  cases  of  Statutory  action  under  Housing 

ActSo .  NIL 

Number  of  cases  of  Statutory  action  under  Public 

Health  Acts  . .  1 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  as  a  result  of 

statutory  actiona  . .  NIL 

Number  of  houses  demolished  o... •••••••  1 

Number  of  undertakings  completed  ••••••••  2 

Number  of  overcrov/ded  dwellings  knovm  at  end  of  yr.  NIL 

Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year .  1 

Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  •••••••  12 

Number  of  persons  concerned  .  48 


HOUSING  SURVEY. 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  for  the  district  is  complete 
and  the  houses  have  been  classified  as  follows- - 


Category  1  Satisfactory  334 

"  2  Minor  Defects  289 

”  3  Major  Defects  459 

”  4  Suitable  for  reconstruction233 

"  5  Unfit  170 

TOTAL:-  1485 


HOUSING  ACT.  1949  -  IMPROVEMiT  GRANTS. 


Number  of  applications  for  grant  7 
Number  approved  by  Council  6 
Number  approved  by  Ministry  4 
Number  of  schemes  completed  3 
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HOUSING  ACT.  19U9  ~  ILCPROVEMMT  GRAMMS  -  CONTIITUED. 


i. 


It  is  felt  that  there  is  a  great  scope  for  the 
improvement  of  cottages  under  this  Act  and  that  it  is 
unfortunate  that  more  owners  do  not  take  advantage  of  its 
provisions  and  that  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  set  such 
a  high  standard  of  requirements  before  a  grant  is  approvedo 
Modern  ammenities  could  he  provided  to  many  houses  at  a 
fraction  of  the  cost  of  new  building  were  the  requirements 
as  to  interior  planning  and  arrangement  less  rigid. 

WATER. 


Samples  from  the  Council's  supplies  have  been 
regularly  submitted  for  examination,  together  v/ith  occasional 
samples  from  -private  supplies  and  the  necessary  action  taken 
thereon. 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  water 

supplies  . . 202 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  are  sewers  and  small  obsolete  disposal  plants 
in  the  following  parishes:-  Crudwell,  St.  Paul  Without  (Burton 
Hill)  and  Sherston. 

Sewers  discharging  without  treatment  into  ditches 
watercourses  or  streams  are  at  Brinkworth,  Gorston,  Great 
Somerford..  Hullavington,  Lea,  Little  Somerford,  Luckington, 

Oaksey  and  Sopworth*  The  Council  have  for  years  undertaken 
the  periodic  cleansing  of  ditches  at  Brinkworth,  Great  Somerford 
Hullavington  and  Luckingtono 

It  is  becoming  progressively  difficult  and  expensive 
to  obtain  labour  for  such  work  and  the  increased  flov\?  of  drainage 
consequent  upon  the  installation  of  piped  water  supplies  makes 
the  problem  more  acute.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  present 
systems  in  a  reasonable  state  together  with  that  of  independent 
disposal  systems  for  nev/  houses,  is  rapidly  approaching  the 
amounts  of  loan  charges  to  be  borne  for  new  village  sewerage 
systems. 


During  the  year  nev;  sewers  v;ere  laid  in  Back  Street, 
Silver  Street,  High  Street  and  Court  Street,  Sherston  and  short 
lengths  of  ditch  were  x^iped  at  Brinkworth,  Little  Somerford 
and  Luckington. 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 
Sewage  Disposal  . . -70 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  &  DISPOSAL. 

Household  refuse  is  collected  tv;ice-monthly  over 
the  whole  of  the  Rural  District.  The  collections  are  carridd 
out  by  direct  labour  and  refuse  is  deposited  at  4  tips. 
Brinlcworth  &  Hullavington  ( owned  by  the  Council) ,  Oaksey  and 
Sherston  (by  arrangement  v;ith  the  ovmors).  Collections 
generally  have  given  rise  to  no  complaints  and  no  serious 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  at  the  tips. 

Mileage  covered  by  the  lorry  in  collections.  .  10511 

Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with 
collection  and  disposal.  ...  . 
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RODENT  CONTROL, 


1^) 


The  refuse  tips  have  ’been  treated  as  required  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  and  sewers  shew  no  serious  infestation. 
Private  premises  have  heen  treated  on  request,  without  charge, 
as  in  the  past. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control.  180 
INFESTATIONS. 


Number  of  cases  reported  and  dealt  with  .  •  •  . 

Flies  •  .  . . 5 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

30  visits  wore  made  and  the  necessary  action  taken 
following  reported  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


NUISAl^^CES, 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  with  drainage 
and  drainage  disposal .  2U8 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

MILK, 


No.  of  Milk  Distributors  registered . 2 

No,  of  inspections  of  premises  4 


BAKFHOUSSSn 


5  Bakehouses  in  the  district  are  clean  and  generally 
satisfactory. 


MEAT. 


There  is  no  regular  slaughtering  in  the  District,  all 
meat  being  delivered  from  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Central  Slaughter¬ 
house. 


25  lbs  of  beef  was  condemned. 


FRIED  FISH. SHOPS, 

One  Pried  Pish  Shop  is  registered  and  is  satisfactoryo 
ICE  CREAM. 

mmmmt  i. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture.  .  .  NIL 


’’  *’  ”  sale . 16 

inspections.  l6 


Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriologicr 
examination  and  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned: - 

5  tins  of  grape  fruit 
20  lbs,  tinned  meat. 


FOOD  SHOPS. 


Number  of  inspections 


.  62 
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PUBLIC  HOUSES. 


A  pronjressivG  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  sanitary 
accommodation  and  v/ashing-up  facilities  is  in  operation  and 
most  of  the  licensed  houses  in  the  District  are  now  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  absence  of  piped  water  supply  and  difficulty  of 
drainage  disposal  has  made  it  necessary  to  postpone,  for 
the  time  being,  much  needed  improvements  to  some  houses* 

Number  cbf  inspections  in  connection  therewith.  .  .  51 
SCHOOLS* 


Number  of  inspections  in  connection  v^^ith  supply  of 


milk  and  meals. . .  9 

STORAGE  OF  PETROL 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises.  .  *62 

Sm/IMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS. 


During  the  year  tha  total, number 
under  the  various  heads  was.  *  •  •  *  • 


of  inspections  made 
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